
Reading bell hooks’s Teaching to Transgress

Strategies
➔ Be clear about your goals, even as they may 

(and probably will) change
➔ Be creative--you never know what you might 

be able to do at the Bok Center!
➔ Know your limits--there’s only so much a 

single PF or TF can do. So also...
➔ Work in solidarity with others, in your 

department and around the university (here’s 
a link to join the union--a concrete way to 
work in solidarity with others here at Harvard: 
https://harvardgradunion.org/join/)

➔ Be critically reflexive when it comes to 
teaching, and also when it comes to living

➔ Read hooks! Read as much as you can!

“In the classes I teach, I have 
students write short paragraphs that 
they read aloud so that we all have 
a chance to hear unique 
perspectives and we are all given 
an opportunity to pause and listen to 
one another. Just the physical 
experience of hearing, of listening 
intently, to each particular voice 
strengthens our capacity to learn 
together” - hooks

“In my own experience, I encounter fewer and fewer 
academics from working-class backgrounds. Our 
absence is no doubt related to the way class politics and 
class struggle shapes who will receive graduate degrees 
in our society. However, constructively confronting issues 
of class is not simply a task for those of us who came 
from working-class and poor backgrounds; it is a 
challenge for all” - hooks

“The academy is not paradise. But learning is a 
place where paradise can be created. The 
classroom, with all its limitations, remains a 
location of possibility. In that field of possibility 
we have the opportunity to labor for freedom, 
to demand of ourselves and our comrades, an 
openness of mind and heart that allows us to 
face reality even as we collectively 
imagine ways to move beyond 
boundaries, to transgress. This 
is education as the practice of 
freedom” - hooks

https://harvardgradunion.org/join/

