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PEDAGOGY COURSE

➤ Students like practice teaching, and they improved a lot. 

➤ Concept discussions were less popular than the practice teaching.
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“I’VE GOTTEN MUCH BETTER AT…”

➤ Making useful visual aides (especially 
slides) 

➤ Pacing: i.e., matching my expectations 
of how much material I can get 
through to how much material 
I actually get through. 

➤ My confidence in speaking to an 
audience has improved 

➤ Diverse topics from boardwork to 
slides to elevator pitch to paper 
reviews makes me feel more prepared 
for things

A student presenting with much 
clearer note and improved confidence



A SURVEY ON WHY TEACHING MATTERS IN STATISTICS

➤ Good to get this straight because: 

➤ For G1: Get them more motivated and serious on teaching 

➤ For G2+: Teaching can be burdensome and tiring.



RESULT OF THE SURVEY

➤ In one word, teaching has taught me... 

➤ Communication, Humility, Insight 

➤ Statistics 

➤ As a teacher I've learned… 

➤ Always seek a clearer explanation, aim for deep understanding 

➤ How to see statistics ideas from many perspectives. 

➤ Teaching is important because... 

➤ Helping the next generation to be statistically well-educated citizens 

➤ Have a positive impact on students' trajectories

Detailed handout on survey result is available



Highlights from the survey on "Why teaching ma6ers in sta7s7cs" 
Xiang Meng, Sta,s,cs PF 2022-23, 27 Apr 2023 

 
• Par,cipants had between 0 and 15 years of experience teaching sta,s,cs. 

• The majority of par,cipants had the main teaching role of either Instructor 
or Teaching Fellow (TF). 

• Teaching has taught par,cipants various skills such as communica,on, 
pa,ence, and understanding. 

• Par,cipants have learned that it is important to aim for deep 
understanding, communicate clearly, and keep the student's needs in mind. 

• Teaching is important for the students' learning, but also for the instructor's 
own learning and knowledge-sharing. 

• Par,cipants generally have a posi,ve aOtude towards teaching, with an 
average ra,ng of 8.1 out of 10. 

• Par,cipants' aOtudes towards teaching are mainly influenced by their 
enjoyment of sharing knowledge with students and helping them grow. 

• Par,cipants report that their teaching has influenced their research by 
providing them with new insights and a deeper understanding of the 
material. 

• Research can also influence teaching by providing modern and interes,ng 
examples relevant to today's applied problems. 

• For PhDs and Postdocs, teaching can be helpful for developing organiza,on 
and communica,on skills, and gaining a deeper understanding of their field. 

• One par,cipant expressed concerns about anonymity in the survey. 

 
Overall, the survey highlights the importance of teaching in sta,s,cs and how it 
can benefit both the students and instructors, as well as their research and career 
development. 
  



Appendix: Detailed summary 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 


